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as a theoretical proposition, by Edward the
Confessor. The history of the English Church
is largely that of an increasing submission
to the claim, which steadily became more
explicit and more comprehensive. For a
while it was commended by the moderate use
made of It and by the actual benefits which,
as will appear, the Popes were able, through
its exercise, to confer upon England. But
in time Rome came to presume upon its
admitted right: then came complaints of
ever-increasing emphasis. But so long as the
principle was admitted, resistance was vain.
The Reformation came when this Papal right
was examined, and rejected as unfounded.
Then there was a new start in the religious
sphere, as there was in that of natural science
when Copernicus rejected the ancient astron-
omy.

When William I. was king and Lanfranc
was archbishop, the Papal claims were becom-
ing more and more definite, and the rulers
of England were, from the Papal point of
view, behind the times. They held old-
fashioned views concerning the appointment
of bishops, which were not contested by
Rome, because there was a respectability
about the English Church which raised it
above the level of the German, for authority